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Luda, Igor, and Nadia n a Graduate Family

I've known Luda since we started working at camp in -in-law and sonsgn-law, just as we accept our own grandchil-
Zhytomyr in 2002. She was usually alone and rarely hung oudiren into our families, we also become the graduates' ex-
with the popular groups of girls. Last summer, in 2007, Ludatended families. The staff of Last Bell have become like a
and her boyfriend showed uy % whole clan for Luda, Igor, and
at the end of camp. She we J Nadia, and for other young
pregnant and looked un; : graduates with families: An-
healthy, and they neede; ' gela and her baby Sasha, Mi-
money to get out to the vil- roslava and her husband Vlad,
lage where his mother lived. newcomers Marina and Vova
wondered then how things and their baby, and Luba, a
would turn out with Luda and mother-to-be living at a trade

her boyfriend. school outside the city.

In January, Liz and | wer
to the village to visit Luda an
Igor, now her husband, ani
their new baby girl Nadia
Luda and Igor met us outsid|
and helped us navigate th
dark alley that led to their
home. They lived in Igor' childrerfi or to stay with
mother's house in one room their families and support
just big enough for a bed and a crib. In Ukraine, it's verythem. Sasha, Angela's baby, will never be in an orphanage;
common for couples to be married young and to live with we have yet to see about the other young families. If the
their parents. They were obviously happy and proud of rosy cycle is broken, it will be because godly people intervened,
cheeked Nadia. Igor and Luda also came to Christmas at thend because families in America have supported the staff in
Shelter and the Christmas graduate reunion where they ice Ukraine. Last Bell relies on the help of Americans to stop
skated for the first time. Luda and her husband are eighteerthe orphan cycle and keep the graduates' children in whole

years old. and healthy families.

As time passes, we hope to
see that the orphan cycle has
been broken. These young
mothers and fathers will be
faced with the decision to
become a statistit alcoholic

parents who abandon their

Luda and Mary at Christmas

This April, Luda came to the Shelter and asked if we- Mary Millikan, Board
could help buy groceries. Igor's mother had had surgery and
was unable to work, and she was the one who providel
groceries for the whole family. Liz explained to me that clan
and families take care of each other, and for Luda, the st
at the Shelter are like her cléinthe family she felt free to
ask for help when her own small immediate family needed
That night, everyone was busy, so the translator and | wet
to the grocery store with Luda. We watched Luda pick out
the priorities: pasta, flour, sugar, buckwheat, salt, oil, eg¢
and diapers. Liz had said to make sure Luda got meat, a
the translator helped her pick out two good sausages. St
asked permission to add apples, which would be a healtl

treat.

Just as Jesus met physical needs during his years of r
istry, we also have no opportunity to minister spiritually
unless we first meet physical needs. We don't serve a grad

ate just as an individual. Just as we accept our own daught; Igor gfiF Ludiine IR gTink
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wounds from their past to heal and that they
would receive Christ as their Savior, if they had-
n't yet. He also asked God to give them good
futures and make them good parents, that the
trends of their family trees would be reversed,
and blessings would be passed down to the
thousandth generation. Our graduates are usu-
ally about as squirrelly as can be when we need
them to volunteer, but there wasn't a kid in the
room who hesitated to go up and receive the
blessing of their Christian father who loves
them! There were fifteen kids there for the
blessings, and we have about another fifteen that
we would consider oour s
other times to bless the kids who weren't pre-

: sent. It's amazing how many kids God has given

Graduates Lena, Nina, and Ira

swinging at the park during Spring Break at the Shelter us to servg at the Shelter in such a short
spring break at the Shelter amount of time. Please pray for us!

God gave us a wonderful spring. We had a

great time when the board members came tohold a camp for the 35 graduating ninth graders.

visit in April. - This week the AWANA team We need to build relationships with them be-

had a picnic with the orphanage kids, and the%re they leave the orphanage so that many of
the leaders had a picnic, to celebrate the end O{hem will come to the Shelter in August. We

the school year. The four leaders of the nlr]thalso want to take our current Shelter kids to

g_rad_e clubls toorlj Fhe kids tlo the rlllvehr for ahthe Black Sea for camp, to have some special
picnic to close their year, aimost all the ninth; o ;ih them, and we will invite them to live

In April, we invited the nintlgraders were there! We had graduates live a

) ) (Nith us again for two weeks. An American
graders to the Shelter for onthe Shelter for a week during spring break. BXaam will be coming to help with a camp at the
night to see what it's liké/e  the end of the week twelve kids were IVing o hanage in August. The staff is already plan-
want them to plan on comingyith ys and others were spending days therehing these camps '

to the Shelter next - ;
We h I la-
year. There were 27 of them e had so many opportunities to build rela

there that night. The staff tionships with the kids and make them feel at  The only problem is that we don't have the
together with the currenthome that week of spring break! money for any of this. My apartment is still for
graduates, served the ninth sale, and once it is sold we'll have money for

graders and did everything to The day the kids moved out, we had a Spe'camps and for many of the different things we

make them feel at homelt cial family meeting and each staff member to'ﬂeed right now. But it may not sell in time. If
was a very special evethe kids how we loved them. The kids may

: Ve : . ) you could spare anything as a one time gift, it
ning. This is a picture of ahave been alone most of their lives, but it wag, 14 help meet a great need, and ensure that
game we played that night. clear that now there are six adglts in their I|vesSummer ministries can go forth as planned.

would do anything for them!

Andrei spoke last. He told them I'm in the US right now, and I'm available to
how much he wanted to be speak to any churches, small groups, Bible stud-
their father. Then each child ies, or any other group in the Midwest. If you're
came up individually, and heinterested, or if you would like me to send you
told each of the graduates how information or promotional material, please
they were special and how contact me at leezichka@hotmail.com, (317)
much he loved them. Then he 6455278 (cell), or (317) 985047 (home).
blessed each one with a unique

prayer. He asked God for the Liz Millikan, Director

In preparation for this fall, we're planning to



